
Bat Exploitation Observation Portal

•New system to record and monitor bat 
exploitation

•Gather observations from across the global 
bat community

Problem

•Exploitation (i.e. hunting, trade, and 
persecution) is a threat to at least 10% 
of bat species1,2

•Yet it is chronically underreported, and 
trends are difficult to determine3
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Progress So Far

• 1,1125 uncleaned datapoints 
gathered from social media

• Large gaps remain, especially in 
the Pacific

• Need global help to fill in gaps

1IUCN 2021. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2021-1. 
https://www.iucnredlist.org.

2Simmons, N.B. and A.L. Cirranello. 2020. Bat Species of the World: A taxonomic 
and geographic database. Accessed on 08/08/2021.

3Mildenstein T, Tanshi I, Racey PA. 2016. Exploitation of bats for bushmeat and 
medicine. Pages 325-375. Bats in the Anthropocene: conservation of bats in a 
changing world. Springer, Cham.
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Please Help

• Share your observations

• Use the QR code below

• tinyurl.com/BatExploitationP
ortal

Project Goals

Create a global database of bat exploitation events to:  

•Aid in IUCN Red List assessments

•Assess global spatial patterns

•Monitor trends over time

https://www.iucnredlist.org/

