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Guidelines
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What is Field Hygiene?
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What is Field Hygiene?

Set of best practices using standard, 
simple measures to minimize the risk 
that research activities result in 
pathogen pollution, the human-
facilitated moving or transferring of 
pathogens between species and sites
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Pathogen Pollution

Introduction of new or non-endemic 
pathogens to a ______
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Pathogen Pollution

Introduction of new or non-endemic 
pathogens to a ______

Place

Ecosystem

Species

Population
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We all perform some level of Field Hygiene already!

Separating spaces

Hand washing

Keeping equipment clean

Wearing gloves
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Version 1.0 (2020)
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Version 2.0 (2022)
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Recomendations that are weighted accordingly to the exposure risk
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What should we be doing outside the pandemic context?

Once the emergency is “over” and 
research has shown that the 

transmission risk is low 

Lots of conversations around how can 
we improve or practices

Initial work on guidelines for field 
hygiene
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Why do we need to adopt field hygiene?

Protect bats AND people
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Why do we need to adopt field hygiene?

Protect bats AND people
Bats → People
People → Bats
Bats → Bats (mediated by people)

Need to self-regulate
Politics in the US and elsewhere
A chance to do things in a better way
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Process:

AfterDuringBefore
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Process:

AfterBefore

Step 0: Permits & vaccinations.
Step 1: Evaluate risks based on: (1)
geographic region; (2) bat species; (3)
research activities
Step 2: Select appropriate Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE).
Step 3: Prepare PPE and Field Safety
Plan
Step 4: Train all personnel in PPE use
and the Field Safety and Hygiene Plan.

During
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Process:

AfterBefore

Step 0: Permits & vaccinations.
Step 1: Evaluate risks based on:
(1) geographic region; (2) bat
species; (3) research activities,
Step 2: Select appropriate
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE).
Step 3: Prepare PPE and Field
Safety Plan
Step 4: Train all personnel in PPE
use and the Field Safety and
Hygiene Plan.

During

Step 0: Check team health and readiness
before each night.
Step 1: Establish separated working
spaces for living (if camping/eating) and
working with bats.
Step 2: Prepare the processing station(s).
Step 3: Bat collection.
Step 4: Bat processing.
Step 5: Bat release.
Step 6: Lab space cleaning and
breakdown. 24



Process:

After

Disinfect all equipment and
clothes

Properly dispose of biohazard
waste and sharps.

Stay in contact with all team
members and monitor team
health.

Before

Step 0: Permits & vaccinations.
Step 1: Evaluate risks based on:
(1) geographic region; (2) bat
species; (3) research activities,
Step 2: Select appropriate
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE).
Step 3: Prepare PPE and Field
Safety Plan
Step 4: Train all personnel in PPE
use and the Field Safety and
Hygiene Plan.

During

Step 0: Check team health and
readiness before each night.
Step 1: Establish separated
working spaces for living (if
camping/eating) and working with
bats.
Step 2: Prepare the processing
station(s).
Step 3: Bat collection.
Step 4: Bat processing.
Step 5: Bat release.
Step 6: Lab space cleaning and
breakdown. 25



PPE: Basic

For ALL capture / close proximity:

- Gloves
- Masks
- Dedicated field clothes
- Footwear
- Optional: Eyewear 
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PPE: Basic+

For higher risk activities:

- Gloves
- Fitted Masks / Respirators
- Disposable / disinfectable 

clothing
- Footwear
- Eyewear
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Thank you!
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